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‘RHEUMATISM TREATED WITH COMMON ARTICHOKE. 
Be BY EDWARD COPEMAN. 

ichoke (Conare Scoly b of 
artic ; a which, to my 
knowledge, has not or hoy A employed for the relief of that very 


troublesome and obstinate complaint which, I think i i 
to be of essential service in many cases where the ak reenedies fail 


Under this impression I have sent you the present communication ; and 


I was led to make-a trial of the cynara from having accidentally wit- 
~ nessed its effects in the case of a lady, who had suffered severely from - 
chronic rheumatism for several years, and had received but little relief 


months afterwards, the swellings of the wrists began to » but 
the patient has never since suffered so much pain as she did this 
medicine was taken. 

Considering this a sufficient inducement for trying its effects more ex- 
tensively, I obtained leave of the physicians of the Norfolk and Norwich 
Hospital to employ it in some of the cases of rheumatism there admitted, 
and made two preparations of it—a tincture and an extract. I made the 
tincture by macerating about two pounds of fresh artichoke leaves and 
stalks in two pints of proof spirit for fourteen days. This was too weak 
a preparation, and obj cones, the 
quantity of spirit which is contained in a sufficiently large dose. 

extract was made by evaporating the expressed juice of the leaves and 

to a proper consistence for making pills. With respect to the ef- 

fects which the upon the constitution, I have very 
little to say ; as I have hi been quite:at a loss to ascertain how 
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Be 
. 
rom the usua of treatment. In this instance, some ai e 
‘ leaves were bruised, and the juice mixed with sherry ; and a wineglass- 
ful of this mixture was taken twice a day for a fortnight, in which time 
it almost entirely removed large ganglions from the wrist, of three or four 
| and ; relieved the | in the | Several 
4 


{ 
] 


beneficial in isease for which it is em 

a decided superiority over colchi-. 
good till er 


Cured. 
fron pe end the its 


_purg. sain, 4 r. C 
since taking 
ynare ad 


Tr. 
8, 1882. ite free from and the sw of 
the instep has entirely subsided. Discharged cured a 
Case II.—Rhewmatism of five months’ Failure 
» 27 years a was on 
tober, 1831, ‘of five months’ standi 
affecting the knees and wrists, which are red and much oe 
twelve months ago, with the same complaint. 
comp. gr. x. 0. nocte ; Utatur Lin. 
ter hebdomed. Extr. Cynarz, gr. iij. bis die. 
pain. Cont. remed. 
ng the small quantity of extr. ¢ which I, 
was all used, he was ordered to take Vin. h. gtts. xxx. 
st. 
much hospi 
ter 


Pe 


3 


; wrists 
pecially at sO as to prevent 
ball 

; the other remedies being 


LEE 


: skin ; 
WAYS 5 

| 

| 
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1 ; knees and ankles quite re- | 
1$th.—Quite well, with the exception of a slight swelling of the left | 

ption of a slight swelling of the | 


From the nature of his occupation, this patient afterwards unavoidably 
exposed himself ta cold wet wolthel) end suffered a relapse, from 
which he was again relieved by the same means, 

Case IIIl.—Chronic Rheumatism— Failure of Guaiae., -» Quina and 

Colchicum—Cure from Artichoke. 

William Bloom, 22 years of a » @ footman, of a scrofulous habit 
mitted January 28, 188 i with chronic rheumatism, affecting the shoak 
ders and knees. r. Guaiac. Am. 3j. ter die. Baln. tepid. ter 


Feb. 7h.—C ains of weakness and loss of appetite ; pivpiele 
and languid. Re I of t exertion. Pulse slow 
nf. Rose, iss ph. gr. ij. Acid. Sulph. 

ts. xv. M. pods: Omit. Alia 


-—Health much improved. Omit. Mist. Tonic. sumat Vin. Cob 
xl. ter die. 


24th.—Had an attack of fever last night, followed. by profuse p 


ration. Bowels confined ; pulse 96. it. Colch. et sumat 

Sulph: 3v. ; Magnes. Carb. gr xv. statim, et Mist. Quin. 

ut antea. 
26th.—General health again af a Rheumatic as severe 

as when he came into the Vin. 

Colchici, gtts. xl. ter die ; Cal. gr. iij. Opit, gr omni nocte. 
29th_—Has experienced no relief Hom Pain of the 


knees severe and constant. Urine very high colored and scanty. Omit. 
Med. et sumat. Tr. Cynarz, 3ij. ter die 

March 2d.—Less urine quite clear, and ap eyes Sng 

%th.—Very much murs, ao No pain, except in the Ap 
plic. Lin. Ammon. c. Tr. Lytte ad genu dextrum. 

12th.—Improving. 3iv. Tr. Cynare ter die. 

16th.—Discharged cured | 

Case IV.—Aewte Rheumatiom cured by Artichoke. 

John Gall, 28 years of age, admitted June 16, 1832, hostler, of good 
constitution, ‘and rather a free liver. Never hada day’s illness till seized 
oe resent attack. A fortnight ago he got wet on two following 

did not change his clothes for several .hours afterwards. On 
the third day he was attacked sy 2 suddenly with pains in the knees and 
feet, which soon extended over his body g 
‘fast.’ Pains always increased by warmth ; gets no sleep of a night, and 
has not been able to stand since the first two days. He is now Rare 
ble of turning himself in bed, of feeding himself, or of bending his body 
and limbs in any direction. Joints hot, but not swelled ; pulse 80 s we 
small ; bowels open daily passes urine freely ; skin rather moist and 
hot ; tongue furred ; appetite good ; feels most. sale of alcighey ane 
best when cool. No pain in the chest, nor difficulty of breathing. Says 
pain in his limbs. Sumat Tr. Cynaree, 3). 
ter die. R. Extr. Cynare ; Extr. Hyosciam. a. gr. ij. omni nocte sum: 

right orm a ; got some sleep during the 
t 

19th.—Sle six: hours last aod says he hos much lowe pain than 

ight, 


; when he attempts to raise his arms he 


22d.—Gets a deal of comfortable sleep, and, when still, is quite 
an move his ey, wie without pain, but 


pain in 


self since the 20th. Cont. Med. 


ured. 


Case of Elbow and Wika, cared by 


William Stamp, Year October 18, 1832. Seven 
before admission he was attacked in in the left arm, and is 
carry his lft arm ina sling, asthe weight of it causes a good deal 
ot pe nin the shoulder. Hirud. xij. 


Nov. by the pills. Somat j. Stiis boris. 
4th.—Still purged by the pills. Sumat. J. 4tis horis. Has received 
no relief from pain since the purging commenced. 

6th.—No pain nor sw in the arm. No purging. Cont. Pil. 

-8th.—Has no pain in the shoulder or arm, but experiences great diffi- 


7 culty in moving it. Discharged. 


Case 8 after the failure of 


he is unable to sleep. Cannot walk at all without a stick, and is not 
able to rise from his seat or sit down without assistance. Bowels open ; 
reo Vin ; pulse 90, and full ; skin warm, with occasional perspi- 
Colch. 3ss. 4ter die. Cal. gr. ij. ; Opii, gr. iss. o. n. 


Knees and inful. 

_ Wrists Gets no rest of Omit. 

Med. sumat Pulv. die. : 
25d.—No better than when he came into the hospital. Wrists very 

much swollen. Omit. Med. et Baln. Cap. Extr. Cynara, gr. iij. ter die. 


| 
| AMN.——Shouider slightly reheved. Kep. Hirud. Sumat Fuiv. Ud 
chici, gr. viij. 8Svis horis. 
23d.—Has received no permanent relief from the treatment. Elbow 
Empl. Lytte ad ulnam. 
-—Stomach out of order, and complains of weakness. Ordered 
a@ pint of porter daily. Omit. Pulv. Colchici, et sumat Extr. Cynare, 
gr- iij. 4ter quotidie. 
$1st.—Elbow still but the is not constant. | 
i Ortnignt ago, He Was allacked WItn very severe pains In Dis Wrists anc 
i 
| 
i 
| 
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26th.—Rather less pain. Urine of a good color, and clear. Has 
‘ slept better the last two nights than at any time since he was first taken 
ill.’ Capt. Extr. Cynare, gr. iij. Stiis horis. : 
27th.—Can walk without a stick, and says he is much better. Cont. 
29th.—Very little swelling of the wiists ; knees still very stiff and 
painful. Cont. Pil. Cynare. 
30th.—Swelling of left wrist quite gone. Cont. Med. | 
Nov. 4th.—More pain ; bowels much relaxed. Sumat Pil. 4tiis horis. 
9th.— Much better ; no purging. Cont. Med. 
{ 13th.—Complains of pain in the left side ; action of the rag ee 


irregular. Fotus ad Latus. Haust. Sumat Pil. j. 
14th.—No pain in the region of ree my Cont. Pil j- ter die ; 


Lin. Sapon. ad Lumbos. 
, coment tee pain in the joints ; walks about well; but 
feels weak. t. Cynare, et sumat Quine S. gr. ij. Acid Sulph. dil. 


gits. xx. ex. Infus. Rose, 3 iss. ter die. 
_ Dec. 5th.—No pain, but remains weak, and does not digest his food 
very well. _ Omit. Cynara. Cont. Mist. Quine. : 


th.—Slight return of pain in the knees. Rep. Cynara. 
Pst rather Baln. tepid. bis heb- 
22d.—Made an out-patient. 


Lint mr cynara in many cases, and in all with something 
of success ; 
shall be 
however, if, from the cases I have sent you, titioners may be indu 
ed to judge of the merits of the medicine by putting it to the test of 


DR. THOMPSON’S TREATMENT OF CHOLERA.* 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. a 
Siz,—I cannot agree with your correspondent Senez, in your last num- 
ber, in the view which he is taken of Dr. Thompson’s treatment of 
the collapse of cholera. He imagines, or rather asserts, that ‘ if he and 
Dr. Stokes had known the importance of capsicum as an adjuvant to 
opium, or had enforced its employment in the obstinate cases, in the 
. t state of our knowledge, it would seem that there is not much to 

be added to improve their respective modes of practice.’ 
| Now it ap to me that Dr. Thompson ascribes eT 
; little to the effect of opium ; but that he depends chiefly on the opera- 
tion of means which are nearly mechanical—overlooking wat rere 


laws of the animal . ©Two great objects,’ he says, ‘! al- 
ways in view, viz. there is a ta 
* volume Journal. . Thompson here referred to is not 
mame inthis icity, bat sergeant Bal Ireland 


who has 20 years 
the subject of Dr. P.’s paper.—Ed. 


heir own experience.—London Medical Gazelle. 


| 


that the blood being drained of its serum by evacuations, it 
means be devised to make up for this loss, or at least to put a stop to 
the further separation of this water.’ Consequently, his ‘ first object is, 
to have his patient placed with his head very low, that the enemas may 
be retained.’ ‘The exhalants of the intestines, by change of position, 
and presence of fluids introduced, will cease to pour out any more serum, 


action. 


that Dr. Thompson has very little reference either 
om which regulate every movement of the anitnal sys- 
Gan cate morbid actions which constitute the disease he professes 
to have treated with so much success. - He regards the whole affair, 
whether in its relation to nature or the instrumentality of art, as c 
a mechanical business ; and the raat indicated by Dr. 


all maybe | Dr. T. calls hie method 

What to thane in go mach water by the process of venous 

ion? =What water and crassamen- 


is 
_ tum analogous to the elaborated fluid that is 


destined to e the equilibrium of hea Or how is the system, 
than a few short hours, perhaps only moments before, ih is, the modi 


DELIRIUM TREMENS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear ee eeiennting all that has been said and written on the 


disease, I venture to offer one or two queries in 

to it, which have been brought to my mind by some recent cases, 

which appear to me worth sousideitig. In the first place, have we 
made any progress in ascertaining the true pathological state which pro- 
duces the sym ? I presume there is no one who has seen a well- 
marked case, but has been visited with at least a transitory suspicion of 
cerebral engorgement, fulness of the vessels of the head, or undue de- 
termination of the fluids to that organ; who. has not in fact imagined a 
something sd within its parietes, which caused all the mischief, 


| 
: 

| bt more mechanical, proposed by the Fresident of our State Medic: 

are OVE ind mind Das DEEN car©riec 

| 

| any 1 one the results of those great primary changes. 

i} York, May 18, 1833. P. 

lia 
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The eye is often 
ed and bloodshot, and the face ircumstances which at least 
cannot fail to suggest to the mind some more or less definite notion of 
the existence of cerebral irritation. It has even been recommended to 
bleed for the removal of this state, but we have not a case on record in 
which bleeding appeared to effect a cure ; a more unfavorable account 
than can be given of almost any remedy in any disease. Opium has — 
cured fever many times, if we may credit the journals ; but nobody pre- 
tends to have cured delirium tremens by bleeding alone. Neither are 
the results of examination more favorable to this view of the disease, 
though these results differ most abundantly from each other. A very 


respectable authority abroad, John Howship, of London, ‘We 
by diligent examination after death, that instead of the proper constituents 
healthy blood, the vessels, large and small, i within the 


head, contain a Guid, which in the transparent veins of the brain appears — 


ter and arachnoid. From such accounts as these very little decisive in- 
formation can be gathered ; in truth, death generally occurs under circum- 
stances of exhaustion, which leaves little a ing the proxi- 
mate cause of the paroxysms. But if the di 
unduly loaded ‘state of the cerebral vessels, who will inform us whatis 
its essential condition. By resorting to the expressions of nervous irri- | 
tability, nervous exhaustion, and many others which have been adopted 
to express it, we only involve the subject and bewilder ourselves. 

But 2dly, what are we to assign as the remote cause of this disease ? 
It is said to occur principally in those of intemperate habits, and such no 
doubt is the fact. But 
production. I have known it occur in an individual, who though not — 
abstinent in regard to stimulus of this sort, did not indulge to an immo- 
derate extent, and was reputed a steady man by numerous ers. 
Those who knew him intimately could recollect but two or in- 


stances of his being intoxicated. He was naturally not very vigorous, 


the attack is connected with intemperance as a cause, the time 
of *its invasion is not always determined either by the sudden abstraction 
of the stimulus or by its undue increase. The first part of this remark 
has been already made and well sustained by Dr. John Ware in his able 
treatise on this disease. But it is equally true that delirium tremens 
connects itself with any morbid condition of the system, by which its 


fracture of one of the larger 
limbs, thou is “eve Som 
undue indulgence. In a case which came under my notice, the indi 
dual was attacked, from some unknown cause, with fever, which on the 


fifth or sixth day assumed a typhous type, with deeply coated and 


t deficiency in the quality and quantity of the crassamentum.’ Dr. 

0. of the highest eminence, found the 

the pia mater very much loaded, and some effusion between the pia ma- 

cise. But in cases more conformable to the general rule, and in which 
im mon Occurrence 1s, 


-_gee:visions sbout him, till at length the true character of the malady was 
developed 


4 


and aspect, and groupings objects around him, by seeing 
pictures starting canvass, and by dnegputiions of friends who 
were dead or at a distance ; yet all the while resisting the deception and 


the sway, and what but just now was acknow- 

mere illusion, assumed all the character of sober reality. 
lous fancies, and argue very 

to prove himself a fool for having believed them. Sometimes the con- 
vietion of this is forced on them in a maoner which would be ludicrous 


greater 

render probable some peculiar affection of the retina, though of what 
nature it is difficult to conjecture. 

4thly. Is there any setidled principle on which to treat this 

If there is any such, it certainly is not yet discovered for the | 

titioners. Even the failure of, or injury done by a remedy in one 

Cestance, furnishes no certain rule by which to j that it ought to be 


without insisting on its direct efficacy. I have myself bled in this man- 
ner, thinking that opiates might be — with more benefit afterward. 
wed directly or indirectly with 
With regard to opium and the mode of administering it, the opinions 


disease, consist in any considerable degree in a change of structure or 3 
function in the optic nerve ? If the mental affection always preceded 
the physical, we should have no difficulty in deciding this point in the 
negative. But it often happens that the vision is affected primarily, and 
that strange objects are obtruded on the sense, the 7 of which the 
mind for a considerable time refuses to.acknowledge. We have known 
@ patient continue from two to three days, harassed by changes of vision 
| me vagaries a patient imagined that he saw a cat 
or other object in the farthest corner of the apartment, and sprang out of 
bed to get it. He had actually reached forth his hand to grasp his prize, 
when finding that he encountered only the wall, he was overcome with 
mortification, slunk back to bed without saying a word, and buried him- 
self in the bed clothes. In fact the eye becomes nearly the sole avenue 
| 
i period of the same case. We have said that bleeding was not now 
i maintained by any writer to be a cure for the disease. By some it is 
H held that it is always injurious. Dr. Chapman, referring to the cerebral - 
| symptoms already mentioned, observes, that ‘ symptoms of inflammatory 
| i incident to always fallacious ; and system for 
Hy most part very speedily sinks into a dangerous degree of debility b | 
| i the slightest depletion.’ Even the advocates for bleeding are pa a 
| with maintaining that it prepares for the operation of other remedie: 
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of practitioners have been infinitely various : some advising the article to 
be tried, and discontinued if not successful ; others, that it should be per- 
severed in throughout the whole course ; some combining it with cam- 
phor, and some with alcohol ; some giving it by the mouth, and some by 
enema. The principle stated by Dr. Coates, in his well-known mono- 

ph, is that the patient must sleep or die, that opium must be given till 

does sleep, and that it may be given with impunity, in gradually increas- 
ing doses, till this effect was produced. In this way Dr. C. has given 
forty-five grains of opium in the course of five hours, with eventual suc- 
cess. This heroic practice is rather a stumbling block to timid practi-. 
tioners, of which number I confess myself to be one, and who cannot 
feel altogether unconcerned while a patient is swallowiog poison at so 
fearful a rate. I have, however, adopted this practice, witnessed 
with some roy so and pleasure the very effect which Dr. C. describes ; 
having given forty-eight grains of opium in gs =o doses every thirty 
minutes, and finding at the end of the time only a short slumber pro- . 
duced, which was followed by return to reason. This was years 
before Dr. C.’s article appeared ; and subsequent experience has not 
. confirmed my confidence in the powers of opium. The observations I 
have been enabled to make on its effects since that time, are the follow- 
ing. 1. That opium, given in large doses at small intervals, does not 
expend its whole force on the nervous system, but part in producing 
profuse perspiration, so that the patient is bathed in sweat for hours%o- | 
gether.. 2. That the effect which does take place on the brain by each 
successive dose, to aggravate the symptoms, rendering the patient 
more unmanageable, and sometimes changing the harmless visionary into 
a raving maniac. 3. Sleep procured by opium does not always cure the 
disease.. I have an observation of a case in which three grains were 
given at one dose, and followed by stertorous sleep for one hour, after 
which the symptoms again became worse. 4. Sleep will often be found 
at a late stage of the disease to be produced by a which was suc- 
cessfully resisted at the commencement. An explanation of these facts 
might be found in the hypothesis, that a certain exhaustion of the ‘senso- 
a cure of the diséase, and that the opium 
, when given in these large doses, assisted in bringing about this ex- 
haustion by the profuse evacuation through the cutaneous pores. This 
view of the subject would form, in one sense, an argument for resorting 
to this remedy ; but it would equally serve to recommend other evacu- 
ants, the failure of which has been still more conspicucus. 

Alcohol, either in combination with opium or exhibited by itself, has in 
some instances appeared to relieve the disease, in others to render it 
more moderate, and in others again has been attended with unfavorable . 
effects, but never within my experience has it been followed by the mad- 

 dening effects of opium. hen the symptoms of prostration have begun 
to manifest themselves, it is a valuable remedy. As respects the form, 
some bitter tincture is probably the best, and the accustomed 
stimulus, as coms, the: which & 


The conclusion chen seems to be, that the treatment which directs itself 
on the brain as the seat of the disease, and seeks to act primarily on that 


aa a 
- 


organ, has not been attended with such favorable effects as to merit our 
’ confidence. There is another class of remedies, which addressing itself 
- to the stomach, seeks to remove a supposed morbid condition of this 
organ. That such a state exists at the commencement of this disease, is 
_ rendered probable by the character of its remote causes ; and the suspi- 
cion thus suggested 13 often confirmed by the loaded state of the 
the loss of appetite, and the torpor of the bowels. An emetic, therefore, 
at the outset of the attack is generally recommended, and though it 
pemoves the disease, appears to be attended with two good effects ; it 
produces a better state of the secretions, with improved appetite and 
} tn tet the of remedies which 
ise would have been rejected. Sometimes it fails to effect even 
so much as this. As respects cathartic operation, except the most gen- 
tle, it is by all'‘means to be avoided. The bowels are acted on in gene- 
ral with great ease, and I poner known tee six successive — 
to a tration, muc enes on bloodletti 
opr to the There is no fact of which 
the extreme danger of hypercatharsis in this 


than 
mhich acts on the disease solely by bringing beck the 
of these articles in 

in consequence of intemperate drinking, is sufficiently 
The remark is often made by the victims of this habit, that 


ag 


carried 
satisfied 


1 
H 


be ‘ 
doses. Guided by this indication, and a by some favor- 
able accounts siren by others, i have sede trial of is treatment after 
emetics, in every case which has occurred to me for the last two years. 
it has been marvellously and ptly successful, in others its — 
could not be accurately estimated ; but it has never done injury— 
ithstanding inconveniences of a repulsive taste and bulky 
never been refused or disliked. In the most favorable case 
» the patient had been affected for three days ; had 
with an emetic, evacuants and opium, and was getting ra- 
The previous remedies were omitted, and a strong infusion 
ood ordered to be drank freely. This was.continued about — 
end of which time the comet - became calm and soon 
The quantity which can be taken is almost unlimited. 
s the desire for motion, which is always manifested in this dis- 


2.29. 


slept. 


ry Occupation, or to be chasing the phantoms which haunt him about the 
apartment. Would it not be better, provided circumstances would allow, 
to permit this activity to .exhaust itself, rather than produce constant ir- 
ritation by using forcible-restraint. I knew an instance of a patient who 
on the second or third day made his escape from his family, wandered 
about for six or eight hours, and - at length much exhausted in 
gruth, but far more tractable than when he started. Treatment on this 
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29 oO De controlled or BC nis impa Of res orms, as 1S 

We well known, one of the most prominent and most troublesome symptoms. | 
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I have never seen tried, nor can it well be attem in a city, 

cumstances, I should be disposed to give the patient a certain degree of 
liberty, and let him exhaust his vital in his own way. 

I have thus ventured to state simply and with candor, my views in re- 
gard to some few points ‘bearing on one of the most frequent and most 
intractable of nervous diseases. In doing this I have left unnoticed many 
others essential to a full consideration of the subject, but in regard to 
which I could only have repeated what might be found better expressed — 
in the language of others. I am, &c. yours, 


‘ Epwarp G. Davis, M:D. 
Boston, June, 1833. : 


‘AFTER THOUGHTS ON MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 
Six,—There is one trait in the collapse of cholera, which in my view is 
more im than any other, and yet it has been very little insisted on, 

and not by any means noticed with that attention which its importance 

- demands. Indeed, it is the turning point, the main source from which . 
all our embarrassments arise. I refer to the entire loss of all consent, - 
nervous system, heart iferous system. 
In ordinary cases of disease, wine, alcohol, opium, caloties stimulants, 
in proper doses, on their reaching the stomach, first excite the nervous — 
— but soon their influence extends to the sanguiferous, and pro- 
an obvious strength and force in the action of the heart and _arte- 
ries. This is stimulation, in the proper sense of the term ; and if it is 
py gy iy ayo by giving the remedies at suitable intervals, so that 
a new is taken before the exciting effect of the former has passed by, 
we can often succeed, in cases apparently the most desperate, of every 
common atonic disease. This is rarely the fact in cholera. The san- 
i system, in the collapse, has lost such a share of its vitality, 
it cannot ordinarily be excited by any effort. The nervous system, 
however, still retains its customary susceptibility, and in some instances 
it is perhaps increased. Stimulants, nervines, and anti ics, here 
act as usual. Alcohol may be given to intoxication, opium may be 
pushed to stupefaction—and because their effects are limited to the ner- 
vous system, probably these effects may be produced much more easily 
than in many low febrile diseases ; but the pulse is not started a hair’s 
breadth, the action and force of the heart are not at all increased. The 
chain between the nervous and sanguiferous systems is entirely severed, 
and no impression upon the former is transmitted to the latter. Here 
lies the main difficulty in cholera ; its great fatality almost entirely de- 
~~ on this obstinate insusceptibility of the sanguiferous system. The 
literally dies first—often a long time before the oy & the other 

parts is much impaired, or in any very essential d exhausted. 

As a general rule, cholera may be divided into fecal 
, the colliquative diarrhoea, and the collapse. When treating 


~ 


3 


Very proper 


of the apparent debility 
prostration 


- tutes the third stage, 
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more in detail the disease, it is also proper to attend to the pecu- 
liar state of dis senesh, such as its not bearing fruits and many kinds of 


' food, which constitutes a manifest predisposition ; and likewise to the 


reaction, and the consecutive fever, which often supervene. There are 
two very prominent modes of attack—the insidious, and the sudden. 
In each of these stages, and under all circumstances, the symptoms, 
in proportion to their violence, with a single exception, are all to be 
upon the same principles as if they were met with in any other 
disease. The same rules are to be observed in the first stage, as in an 
other diarrhoea ; and under proper management, it is as surely relieved. 
In the colliquative stage, there are to be superadded the. decision aad 
energy which are always required in any rapid, sinking disease. Exter- 
nal heat, rubefacients and epispastics, opium, alcohol, essential oils, lyt- 


t@, capsicum, aromatics, are to be employed as and to as 
of 


t an extent, as the stomach and parts system will any 


wise admit. If there is any variation from common practice, it is 


juvant. It is not generally well borne in most other 
very malignant complaints. This is ly because there is com- 
monly so much exhaustion, that the system is below the reach of this 
article. It has not time to act ; or if it does act, it is apt to coincide 
with the disease, rather than counteract it. But if we t that much 

, rather than actual exhaustion, the matter is at once explained. 

In the insidious cases, the first two stages, ane 


of treatment of the second stage is instant] 
e come now to the exception, the colla state of the system 
sui generis, which is rarely found in any other disease. This consti- 
which generally’ proves Satel if not combeted before 
it is very far advanced.* | 


of the usual consent or sympa sanguiferous_ 


he heart and arteries are nearly dead 
ir evanescent action; the little remaining 


blood, having lost most of its serum during the colliquative diarrhoea, is 
nearly t in the capillaries and veins ; and a death-like coldness 
pervades the whole body. The nervous system and the lungs, howe- 


’ ver, have not lost their relative share of vitality. Even after cease 


to act, and the patient has actually expired, there is some vitality re- 
maining in the muscles, as is evident from their spastic contractility. 

In this condition of the whole system—a state in almost every point 
of view; except in the great depletion “ape. ean the evacuation of 
nearly all the serum of the blood by the colliquative diarrhea, much 
resembling the torpor arising from a long ex to extreme cold—the 
treatment, which is so very serviceable in ot 
or no avail. In fact, it often adds to the distress of the patient. Exter- 


are accurately purposes. writer 


prob: 
| 
| 
| 
| ‘ 
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nal heat is now ive, stimulants in full doses’ relieve none of the 
symptoms, and opium, in large quantities, if it has any effect, may per- 
haps increase the torpor. 
' _ As at present advised (to adopt a lawyer’s phrase), I would treat the 
patient upon the same principles as if he were starving from cold and in- 
anition combined. This is undoubtedly the reason why ice and cold 
ablutions are sometimes found to be so grateful and of such apparent . 
service, though the practice is very questionable, and certainly not gene- 
rally needed, in the two former stages. Enemata of broth, rice water, 
cod peel, to which are added moderate quantities of laudanum and 
alcohol, are strongly recommended to supply the inanition. The re- 
mark that there is often too much done in the collapse, seems to be 
foreety correct. If recovery is ever to take , after this deplora- 

state has supervened, it will probably most frequently occur from the 


= of very moderate measures. 

pon this view of the subject, of which the preceding remarks are a 
hast a mere it to me that most of ay be 

i testimony, apparently opposite experience, may i 
reconciled. If we consider the relatively different severity of vurious 
cases, the degree of sedation, rather than any very great exhaustion, that 
commonly prevails in the first two stages, and the resemblance of the 
collapse to starvation from cold and inanition, most of the difficulties will 
vanish, and it will be found that the same rules and principles, with their 
common limitations, will apply, which are known to be the most suc- 
cessful practice in similar symptoms of other diseases. It will especially 
reconcile the otherwise inconsistent statements about the utility of oplens 
in cholera. As commonly used, it answers little or no purpose, or per- 
haps is worse than nothing, in collapse, or after the catenation between 
the nervous and sanguiferous systems is greatly enfeebled or entirely 
severed. But in the diarrhea, when this symptom is urgent, in some 
form or other it is the sheet anchor, and is more to be relied on than any 
other single remedy. It can rarely, however, be depended on alone, 
unless in the very access, or in the mildest cases, but according to cir- 
cumstances requires all the ordinary adjuvants, as in cases of diarrhea, 
dysentery, and various affections of the bowels. In cholera, its most 
successful adjuvants, in the first stage, have been diaphoretics, calomel, 
and mild eccoprotics ; in the second stage, alcohol, aromatics, essential 
oils, and, above all, capsicum and other acrid excitants, have been its 
most important auxiliaries. ‘Senex. 
May, 1833 
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THE INFLUENZA. 

_ Norwirustanpine the changeableness of the weather during the 
month, and the frequent prevalence of cold east winds, our city still re- 
mains healthy, and entirely free from any prevalent complaint. Not so — 


a 
. 


with our brethren beyond the Atlantic. In England and Ireland the 
people are sorely afflicted with epidemic catarrh. In London this disease 
is so extremely rife, as to have checked almost every species of business 


_ and pleasure. The theatres are closed on account of the sickness of 


those whose presence on the stage constitutes their chief attraction. 
The Courts of Justice are suspended by the indisposition of judges, 
jurors, and jurists. The directors of many public charities are unfortu- 
nately incapacitated for business, and the Hospitals are advertising for 
extra nurses. Nearly 800 of the police officers were reported absent in — 
one week, and lords and ladies participated largely in the distresses of 
the season. It is said that there is scarcely an inhabited house in Lon-— 
don that has not been visited by the epidemic, though it has been most 
severe among those who live in low and damp situations. =~ 
Let us enjoy, while we may, our own immunity from disease ; let us _ 
enjoy, too, while we may, the clear beauty of our summer sky, the de- 
lightful purity and freshness of our atmosphere, and the rich promise of 
the season ; and let us be thankful, whilst we enjoy, that our lot has been 
cast in places that so abound in sources of physical and intellectual en-— 
joyment, and in scenes that bring hourly and strongly to the mind the — 
wisdom, the goodness, and the bounty of their Maker. No one can sur- 
vey the country. at the present time, without having his mind awakened 
to a stronger sense of his owa moral obligations, and his heart filled with 
feelings of delight and of devotion ; and it is hard to believe that an air 
that has breathed life and freshness and beauty—that has clothed with 
an ample and early verdure, and developed the promise of unusual fruit- — 
‘fulness in the whole vegetable world, is itself impregnated with the poison 
of disease, or is soon to be changed for a pestiferous atmosphere. Nei- 
ther do we find in the animal creation around us, any occurrences that 
can lead to the opinion that we are to be again visited by the dreaded 
cholera. But for the general fact that this malady has re-visited almost 
every place where it has existed, we would venture to reply, with some 
confidence, to the oft-repeated question with which the ear of: every 
medical man is already familiar. But this question is not one to be 
readily answered or hastily dismissed. We commend it to the grave 
consideration of the reader, and solicit, in behalf of the profession and 
i te, cock postion of light as it is in the power of each to cast 


TRIAL EVIDENCE. 
We propose to offer f an abstract of the medical evidence given 

.at the trial of the Rev. Mr. Avery, This evidence is of the utmost im- 
portance in legal medicine, as well as deeply interesting to the profession 
and the community. The presgnt case, if not chiefly determined by it, 
has been greatly by it, as may be supposed from the fact that a 


i 

ia 
| 
iu 


prudence in Harvard University, was three hours upon the stand, and 
many other physicians were called on for their testimony. We have not 
yet examined the trial with any degree of minuteness ; but if the thing is 
possible, our readers shall have an account of such parts of it aswill be 
_ most interesting and useful to them. | 


Medical School of Maine.—The course of Medical Lectures at Bow-— 
down College for 1833, closed on Saturday, May 11th. Of a class con- 
sisting of one hundred and three students in Medicine, twenty-four can- 
didates for the degree of M.D. passed a successful examination before 
the medical faculty. The following list contains the names of the young 
gentlemen, their places of residence, and the subjects of their disserta- 
tions :—Benjamin A.-Battey, Providence, R, I. Scarlatina. Edward . 
Bean, Angina Pectoris. John A. , Saco, Nicotiana 
Tabacum. William Cochran, ecomb, Cystitis. ijah A. Daggett, 
Wi Animal Heat. illiam P. Deane, Minot, Influence of 
George yan, tolacca ra. Simeon Frost, 
Ozford, Chronic Gastritis. John Gale, Epson, NV. H. Acute Laryngitis. 
Joseph Huse, Warren, Chlorosis. William ii. Jewett, Gardiner, The 
Study of Anatomy. Gardner Ludwig, ™% , Catamenia. 
Daniel Mann, Howland, Hygeia. - Ephraim Marston, Falmouth, Dysen- 
tery. Ebenezer C. Milli en, Farmington, Inflammation. Daniel 
Parker, Billerica, Ms. Dyspepsia. John Perry, Monmouth, Mania a 
Potu. William F. Perry, , Ms. Phytolacca Decandra. John 
Swain, Lowell, Ms. Lewis Washburn, A.B. Bridgewater, 
Ms. Hepatitis. Charles M. Weeks, A. B. Greenland, N. H. ine- 
ous Congestion. Abiel Williams, A.B. Raynham, Ms. Tra- 
chealis. William Wood, A.B. Portland, The Anatomy, Physiology and 


of the Ear. 


A singular Case of Difficulty of Breathing cured by Jodine.—Mrs. H., 
stat. 27, had heen + for year with fis Bre andextremely 
harassing difficulty of breathing. e inspirations were slow, laborious, 
and attended with a very peculiar loud sound. Her face was bloated, 
and generally of a dark red color. Several paroxysms of cough recur- 
red at remote and uncertain intervals. The lymphatic glands on both 
sides of the neck were enlarged and extremely indurated. Some years 
ago I witnessed a case of dyspnca in an infant, which was attended with 
precisely the same singular sound during inspiration that occurred in the 
present case. The child died, and on dissection a firm tumor was de- 
tected beneath the upper part of the sternum, which compressed the tra- 
chea and gave rise to the dyspnea. Recollecting this case, it appeared 
to me probable that Mrs. H. ’s case depended on a similar cause—name- 
ly, compression of the trachea, or of a large bronchial tube, be indu- 
rated and enlarged lymphatic tumor. The iodine was prescribed. She 
took gtt. x. of the usual officinal tincture, three times daily. In about 
three weeks after commencing with this remedy, the tumors in the neck 
began to diminish in size, and the difficulty of breathing abated ah passe. 

The medicine was continued, and at this time there is not the slightest. 
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. single medical gentleman, the professor of midwifery and medical juris- 


l—accidental, 1—druwned, 2—scarlet fever, 


- 


difficulty of respiration. 
face has disappeared, and the patient ,arven to be atively freed of her 
distressing complaint.—Dr. Eserie, Western Medical Gazelte. 


Actas recemosa.—We have Tully, regretting that he has been pro- 

by urgent business from completing his remarks on the et one ication of the Actea ; 

e4 soon, as hie other occupations will permit, he will prepare send us for publication the re- 
article. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week “—— June 1,22. Males, 9—Females, 12. 
Of croup, \-gensamption, 6—infantile, 3—dropsy on he brain —feradice, 1—drupey on the 
1—lung l—worms, |. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. _ 


NEW WORK ON MINERALOGY AND GEOLOGY. 
D. CLAPP, JR. & CO. hegre just gutdiches the second volume of ‘ Familiar Lessons in Minesalogy 
young 


and » designed for Persons and Lyceums. By Ween, Author 
of “The of Learning, with Lessons in Botany.”’ 
be It compriees the wu is of Miner » Conchology Geology. 
and are illustrated by lithographic drawings, and numerous engravings on woud. Each 


uding a vocabulary of the terms used in these studies. 
author and’ the publishers have received teetimontals from gentiemen conversant with the 
work, of their favorable opinion of its merits, some of which are given 


Extract Letter to the Hitchcock, of Amherst.—‘ Allow to that € 
ain your work in ia goneraly and thnk that domestic scones with Natural 
from her, from Proftser Nuttall, of have have looked over your 

a 


Extract from Letter to the Bosten.—* | have road with no little in- 
entrusted am satisfied that ication should 


with me 
pot be dela By blending, in the form domestic scenes, lively yo reflectic 


ne, 

facts and details in science oe a character to your Ww which happily 

» familiar style, and conformity in arrangement 

and mest approved aystome, cannet fal ‘to bay to their minds, as well as to general 

a ches of Natu ral H 

of Boston.— 1 have lately examined the manu- 

the and spirit of the work, I have 
render it an acceptable gift to 


iy 


> 
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reading, and find it to contain a greater amount of useful matter then we 
up in such a style as to render it a worthy companion of every family and every 


served u 
the Boston Atias.—The second voluine of this interesting and popular work has 
trust obtain an extensive circulation, This will 


the globe toad with The different kinds and 
minerals, metals, &c. are which renders the work more 
Por sale by the saders than works of science by RUSSELL, ODIORNE & CO. 134 Washington 
&&., and by other Booksellers. , 


June at 
MEDICAL WORKS. 
. ALLEN & TICKNOR, corner of Washington and School 8Sts., received fresh su of 
Dewees’s Wort of ice of Ph WTreatin’ on'0 ren, Treatise on 


his Pract 
eyate of Midwifery ; Gooch’s of Mid Gooc males, Paris’s Pharmacologia, 
hited States of Midwifery, Gooch and Bache’s New United States 
Medical Dictionary, Dunglisen’s Cooper’s Lectures on 
A. & T. hand the Books which can be found in 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL 
iS PRINTED AND PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY, BY D. CLAPP, JR. AND co., 


| 
376 Medical Intelligence. 
| 
| | 
be! 
| 
} | 
ry 


